
When diagnosing lower-end engine noise and a main or rod bearing concern is suspected, inspecting the oil filter element for bearing 
metal debris can help to quickly determine if the bearings have failed. This inspection does not by itself provide conclusive results, it is 
only a diagnostic aid. Additional investigation is required to determine root cause for the noise.

Step 3 – Cut element from filterStep 1 – Cut oil filter can Step 4 – Remove elementStep 2 – Remove base from can

Removing the Oil Filter Element for Inspection

Inspecting the Oil Filter Element
A few particles of 
metal is normal

Normal Element Bearing Damage

Large amount of bearing 
metal is not normal
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